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Proteaceae



Proteaceae facts:
• One of the oldest flowering plant 

groups, native to S.Africa, 
Australia, S. America, SE Asia -
Gondwanaland 

• 75 genera with 1,400+ species

• Popular members - Protea, 
Grevillea, Leucospermum, 
Banksia, etc.

• Evergreen trees, shrubs and 
ground covers



Growing Proteaceae
• Tropical and Subtropical regions
• Don’t do well with freezing
• Fine with nutrient deficient soils
• Water needs consistent with 

dryland plants
• Full sun
• Well drained soil, don’t like wet 

feet
• Pests and diseases:  most 

prevalent various nematodes, 
scales, borers — blights and root 
rots. 



Proteaceae in the market
• Most economically significant family member -

Macadamia integrifolia, 2021 valued as $1.7B market; 
expected to be $3.1B by 2031 

• Commercial production began in 1880s in Hawaii by 
planting Australian seeds.  

• S. Africa beat out Australia as worldwide leader in 
production during the 2010s.  Other small commercial 
industries exist in the U.S., South and Central America, 
and parts of China. 



Still interested?:
• Marie Vogts - renowned botanist who 

earned PhD for thesis on King Protea 
and other variations.  

• Researcher, lecturer, pioneer of today’s 
protea flower industry.  

• Famous 1958 publication “Proteaceae: 
Know Them and Grow Them”

• International Protea Association and 
California Protea Association - focus on 
research, conservation, and production 
of proteas.

• Fun fact:  first U.S. grown proteas were 
in Santa Barbara and San Diego County 
about 40 years ago. 



Resources: 

— https://www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/leonhardtk/v2n1/leonhrdt.pdf

— https://arboretum.ucdavis.edu/sites/g/files/dgvnsk1546/files/inline-files/Australian Collection Exhibits.pdf

— https://ucanr.edu/blogs/napanewspaper/index.cfm?tagname=Hakea

— https://ucanr.edu/sites/UC_Master_Gardeners/files/175931.pdf

— https://www.marketwatch.com/press-release/global-macadamia-nut-market-2030-updated-report-estimated-to-reach-worth-usd-311777-million-
growing-at-a-cagr-of-1044-2023-05-05#:~:text=The global Macadamia Nut market size was valued at USD,USD 3117.77 million by 2030.

— http://www.stellenboschwriters.com/vogtsm.html

— https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/B9780128152188000017

— https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-unusual-looking-and-long-lasting-blooms-make-this-2005sep23-story.html


