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Names & Origin
Scient i f ic  name:  Plumbago aur icu lata

Pronunciat ion: plum-BAY-go or- ik-yew-LAY-tah

Aur iculata meaning "with  ears"

Family :  Plumbaginaceae

AKA Cape Lumbago,  Sky F lower ,  Leadwort

Origin :  South Afr ica



EVERGREEN PERENNIAL

Plant Characteristics

• Dicot,  ornamental  perennial  
for frost- free areas

• Grown as a houseplant  in 
freezing areas, with a 5-7 
year l i fespan

• Low maintenance, moderate 
to low water requirements

GROWTH HABIT

• Big,  sprawl ing shrub can be 
grown as a groundcover or 
cl imber with support

• In native habitat ,  can reach 
2-3 m. (6-10 ft . )  tal l  and 2.5-
3 m. (8-10 ft . )  wide

ORNAMENTAL

• Has consistent blue,  white,  
or pink scent-free  f lowers 

• Great for covering slopes 
and erosion control

• i ts  tenacity  can make i t  
invasive



Plant Care

LOW MAINTENANCE
• Ful l  sun gets the best blooms, may tolerate part shade
• Drought to lerant with wel l-draining soi l
• No major diseases
• Feeding during the bloom season
• Fast-growing,  reaching ful l  size within a year

DRAWBACKS
• Pests:  whitef ly,  spider mites, chi l i  thrips
• Causes contact dermati t is
• Very di f f icult  to take out  once establ ished



Should I Get One?

• Do you have a lot of  sunny,  frost- free space?
• Do you have a slope,  bank,  retaining wal l ,  or  

something you need covered?
• Are you f ight ing deer ,  rabbits ,  or  salt  a ir?
• Do you have gardening g loves?
• Do you enjoy pruning?
• Are you prepared to love it  always?
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