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The Palo Verde…Family Tree
 Kingdom: Plantae

 Clade: Tracheophytes
 Clade: Angiosperms
 Clade: Eudicots
 Clade: Rosids

 Order: Fabales
 Family: Fabaceae

• Subfamily: Caesalpiniodeae
• Genus: Parkinsonia

• P. microphylla
• P. floridum
• P. aculeate
• P. praecox



Species of Palo Verde
Parkinsonia floridum
• Blue Palo Verde

Parkinsonia microphylla
• Foothill Palo Verde

Parkinsonia aculeate
• Mexican Palo Verde

Parkinsonia praecox
• Sonoran Palo Verde

 Species thrive throughout arid 
regions of Africa, the Americas 
& Venezuela

 4 main species in southern U.S.



Strength in Green

100-400 Years Drought 
Deciduous Heat Tolerant Photosynthesis



A Desert Giant – Palo Verde Height

Lowest, 20

Highest, 32
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The Benefits and the Bees

Saguaro Nursery Desert Landscaping

Bee Attractant Food Source



A Food Source



Palo Pests

 Pests of the Palo Verde
 Root Borer 

 Derobrachus geminatus
 Derobrachus hovorei

 Palo Verde gall mite
 Fungus (Phymatrichopsis omnivora)
 Palo Verde webworm

Phymatotrichopsis



Questions?Questions?


