
Hotline	Question	4/12/16

I	only	use	organic
products	in	my	garden	
and	landscape	
because	they	are	the	
safer	option.	 Right?



While	it	is	believed	that	most	organic	
pesticides	are	less	damaging	to	the	
environment	than	conventional	
pesticides,	they	are	still	pesticides.	All	
pesticides	should	be	evaluated	
before	selection	for	level	of	toxicity,	
effectiveness,	environmental	impacts	
and	costs.	Some	organic	pesticides	
are	as	toxic,	or	even	more	toxic,	than	
some	synthetic	pesticides,	such	as	
nicotine,	copper,	sulfur,	and	even	
certain	formulations	of	neem	oil.



Always	read	the	label	on	the	how	to	
use	all	chemicals.	Most	general-use	
pesticides	(organic	or	synthetic)	will	
cause	eye	and	skin	irritations,	so	using	
the	proper	personal	protective	
equipment	(i.e.	clothing,	goggles,	
shoes,	gloves,	etc.)	to	apply	the	
pesticide	is	crucial	to	protect	yourself.		
Also,	make	sure	to	follow	the	proper	
application	amount,	application	
intervals	and	harvest	intervals	when	
applying	any	type	of	pesticide.		



Pesticide	information
• http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn74126.html




