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Parkinsonia Aculeata



ORIGIN OF THE NAME:

Parkinsonia Aculeata

Genus Parkinsonia in honor of English 
botanist John Parkinson (1567–1650)

The species name “aculeate” refers to the 
thorny stem of this plant.



PALO VERDE:
“GREEN STICK” OR “POLE”



FAMILY:  FABACEAE/LEGUMINOSAE

GENUS:  Parkinsonia
SPECIES: P. Aculeate 
COMMON NAMES: 
• MEXICAN PALO VERDE

• JERUSALEM THORN

• JELLY BEAN TREE



Parkinsonia Aculeata

Height: 8-30 feet 
Width: 25-35 feet

Conditions: Zones 8-11, Full sun

Grows slow (with appropriate water)

Drought deciduous

Photosynthesizes in trunk and branches

Provides light shade



Parkinsonia Aculeata Spp.X
“DESERT MUSEUM”



Blooming trees attract 
pollinators including honey 
bees, solitary bees and 
hummingbirds.



OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

Flower drop can be a bit messy. Overwatering can lead to weakness.



Questions?



Resources/References

UC-IPM Website
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/GARDEN/PLANTS/paloverde.html
http://ucanr.edu/datastoreFiles/268-697.pdf

Dave’s Garden
https://davesgarden.com/guides/pf/go/53709/

Desert Museum
https://www.desertmuseum.org

Wikipedia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parkinsonia_aculeata

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, University of Texas Austin
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=PAAC3
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