
Schinus molle
sky-nus moe-lay
California Pepper Tree



Scientific Classification

• Order: Sapindales
• Family: Anacardiaceae
• Genus: Schinus
• Species: S. molle
• Common names: 

– California Pepper Tree
– Peruvian Pepper Tree





Family: Anacardiaceae

860 Known Species
– Cashew 
– Sumac 
–Mango
– Pistachio
– Poison ivy 
– Poison oak



• Peruvian native 

• Quick growing 

• Long-lived

• Evergreen 



• Aromatic 
• Woody Seeds

Pinnately Compound Leaves  

Resinous Bark 

Peppercorns

Leaves, Bark, Berries



• Blooms in Spring 

• Profuse flowers

• Panicles on drooping 
branches 

• Dense clusters 

• Hundreds of round drupes 

Flowers



• Graceful 
• Drought tolerant

• Messy 
• Aggressive surface roots 
• Invasive
• Pests



History



Uses
Culinary:
Peppercorns 

Medicinal:
Bactericidal/Antiseptic
Antidepressant
Diuretic
Insecticide
Cleansings and blessings

Practical:
Textile dyes
Adhesive resin 
Saddles
Mummification
Fermented beverages






