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Verbenaceae (verbena) 
family: Duranta and 

Lantana Genus

UC Master Gardening class of 2018

• 17 Duranta species. 

• Duranta erecta a common local species aka golden dewdrop, pigeon berry, 
and skyflower

• Originally marketed as a hedge but commonly seen as a sprawling shrub and less 
often as an ornamental tree.

• Max height 15-20 ft high and wide. 

• Native from S. Florida to Mexico and S. America

• USDA Zone 8-11 full sun

• Considered invasive in a few countries and Hawaii but not here. 
• Fast growing (1½ feet a year)
• The leaves and berries of the plant are toxic, rejected by herbivores and are 

confirmed to have killed children, dogs and cats
• Fall and summer bloomer
• Can be grown in containers, out and indoors

• 150 species 
• native to tropical regions of the Americas and Africa
• Common names are shrub verbenas or lantanas

and comes in trailing (18 inches) or mounding (7 
foot) forms. 
• Perennial use here in tropical and sub-tropical 

areas. Annual use elsewhere.

• Lantana's aromatic flower clusters (called umbels) are a mix of red, orange, yellow, 
purple and white florets. 

• Other colors exist as new varieties are being selected. 
• The flowers typically change color as they mature, resulting in flowers that are two-

or three-colored.
• Used as a honey plant and
in butterfly gardening
• Very hardy , has low 
water needs and is very
competitive
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