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Overview

Myrtaceae or the myrtle family is a family of dicotyledonous plants
placed within the order Myrtales. Myrtle, pohutukawa, bay rum tree, 
clove, guava, acca (feijoa), allspice, and eucalyptus are some 
notable members of this group. All species are woody, with 
essential oils, and flower parts in multiples of four or five. The 
leaves are evergreen, alternate to mostly opposite, simple, and 
usually with an entire (not toothed) margin.

Subfamily 
Mytoideae

Historically, the Myrtaceae 
were divided into two 
subfamilies. Subfamily 
Myrtoideae (about 75 
genera) was recognized 
as having fleshy fruits and 
opposite, entire leaves. 
Most genera in this 
subfamily have one of 
three easily recognized 
types of embryos. 
Myrtoideae are found 
worldwide in subtropical 
and tropical regions, with 
centers of diversity in the 
Neotropics, northeastern 
Australia, and Malesia.

Subfamily 
Leptospermoideae

subfamily 
Leptospermoideae (about 
80 genera) was 
recognized as having dry, 
dehiscent fruits (capsules) 
and leaves arranged 
spirally or alternate. The 
Leptospermoideae are 
found mostly in 
Australasia, with a centre 
of diversity in Australia. 
Many genera in Western 
Australia have greatly 
reduced leaves and 
flowers typical of more 
xeric habitats.

Syzygium 
samarangense
Common names in 
English include Java 
apple, Semarang 
rose-apple and wax 
jambu.

Flowers of 
Myrtaceae
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Myrtaceae Distribution

Melaleuca

commonly known as paperbarks, 
honey-myrtles or tea-trees (although 

the last name is also applied to 
species of Leptospermum).

● They range in size from small shrubs 
that rarely grow to more than 1 m (3 ft) 
high, to trees up to 35 m (100 ft). Their 
flowers generally occur in groups, 
forming a “head” or “spike” resembling a 
brush used for cleaning bottles, 
containing up to 80 individual flowers. 
They are superficially like Banksia
species, which also have their flowers in 
a spike, but the structures of individual 
flowers in the two genera are very 
different.

Related to 
Proteaceae

Second only to members 
of the family Proteaceae, 
melaleucas are an 
important food source for 
nectarivorous insects, 
birds, and mammals. 
Many are popular garden 
plants, either for their 
attractive flowers or as 
dense screens; and a few 
have economic value for 
producing fencing and oils 
such as “tea tree” oil.

Traditional Aboriginal uses[edit]

Aboriginal people used several species of Melaleuca to 
make rafts, as roofing for shelter, bandages, and food 
preparation.[26] "Bee bread" and honey were collected 
from the hives of stingless native bee hive in melaleuca 
forests in the Northern Territory.[27] Bundjalung people 
traditionally lived in the area of north-eastern New 
South Wales where Melaleuca alternifolia is endemic, 
and they treated skin infections by crushing the leaves 
of that species over skin infections, then covering the 
area with a warm mudpack.[28]
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Essential oils[edit]

Melaleuca alternifolia is notable for its essential oil
which is both antifungal and antibiotic,[29] while safely 
usable for topical applications.[30] This is produced on a 
commercial scale and marketed as tea tree oil.[31]

Melaleuca cajuputi is used to produce a similar oil, 
known as cajuput oil, which is used in Southeast Asia
to treat a variety of infections and to add fragrance to 
food and soaps.[32]
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