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Family:  Onagraceae
on-uh-GRAY-see-ee

or 
on-uh-GRAY-see-aa

• Flowers characteristically have 4 sepals, 4 petals and either 4 or 8 
stamens

• Pollen grains are loosely held together by viscin threads
• Seeds are typically very small
– Most have tufts of hairs that are easily dispersed by wind

• Leaves are commonly alternate, opposite or whorled
• Can be a perennial, an annual or a biennial
• Pollinated / enjoyed by bees & hummingbirds
• Attracts butterflies



Genus:  Calylophus
Species: Calylophus hartwegii

kal-ee-LOW-fus heart-WEHG-ee-eye

• Native to southwestern US & 
northern Mexico

• Perennial shrub / ground cover
• 0.5 - 1 ft high with 2 – 3 ft spread
• Fast grower
• Full sun to part shade; little water; 

fast draining soil; drought tolerant 
once established

• Western Primrose
• Flowers open in the evening and close 

the next afternoon
• Blooms March thru November
• Excellent choice for rock gardens; loves 

reflective heat

*

* Picture taken at Water Conservation Garden, El Cajon



Genus:  Gaura
Species: Gaura lindheimeri

GAR-ah lind-HY-mer-eye

• Native to Southwest
• ~20 species*
• Perennial shrub; 2 – 4 ft high/wide
• Slow growing; short lived
• Prefers full sun; well drained soil; 

low water

• Will tolerate drought and partial shade
• Toothed leaves on slender; wand-like stems
• Long blooming period with only a few 

blossoms opening at a time
• Support from neighboring plants is beneficial

*has been moved to the Oenothera genus but has not been well adopted in the horticultural industry


