
What’s That Bloomin’ Thing?
It’s a Callistemon!

By Josette Rice, Trainee, MG Class of 2018 



Gets it’s Name from its Shape



Callistemon ‘Calli’ or 'kallos' means "beautiful" 
'stemon' means "stamens



Flowering Time: Spring, Autumn, 
Nearly Year round in Southern Ca



Family: Myrtaceae — myrtle family is a family of dicotyledonous plants 
placed within the order Myrtales. Myrtle, bay rum tree, clove, guava, 
eucalyptus are some notable members of this group. All species are 
woody, with essential oils, and flower parts in multiples of four or five. 
Genus: Callistemon – closely related to paperbark melaleucas
Species: There are 40 species currently called Callistemon.

Flower spikes of bottlebrushes are made up of a number of individual flowers. 
The pollen of the flower forms on the tip of a long colored stalk called a filament. 
Filaments give the flower spike its color and distinctive 'bottlebrush' shape.



Taxonomy: formally described in 1814 by Robert 
Brown. Callistemon is Native to Australia and New 
Zealand
Plant Type: Small shrub –prune to keep compact
Height: 1.5 ~ 2 meters Width: 1.5 ~ 2 meters
Flower Color: scarlet, pink, white
Ph Level: Acid, Neutral, Alkaline-but not high alkaline
Soil Type: Sandy, Clay, Loamy, Sandy loam, Clay loam 
Plant Environment: Low maintenance garden, 
Container growing, Flower garden, Coastal garden, 
Drought resistant. Need a sunny, sheltered position 
away from cold winds: a south- or south-west facing 
wall being ideal.



Growth Habit:Evergreen Lifespan: Perennial

Soil Conditions: Generally unfussy as to soil, tolerate poor sandy 
conditions, but do not thrive in shallow, chalk soils. Tolerate 
drought. Once established do not need special attention and are 
generally problem-free.

Climate Zone: Sub-tropical, Warm temperate, Cool temperate, 
Mediterranean, Cool

Light: Sunny, Light shade

Drainage: Well-drained, Moist moderate drainage

Frost Tolerance: Tolerates light frost

Plant Usage: Hedge, Feature plant, Screen, Windbreak, Wow 
factor

Special Uses: Bonsai, Street tree, Erosion control, Bird nesting 
plant, Pollution tolerant, Fast growing, Playground friendly



Size: From Bonsai  to Tree

These species can be 
propagated either by 
cuttings or from the seeds.

Propagation – Unopened fruits should be collected and stored in a warm 
place in a paper bag until the fine seeds are released. Seeds should be sown 
into a freely draining seed-raising mix. 
To preserve features of the parent plant do not grow plants from seed, use 
cuttings instead. 



Each flower produces a small woody fruit containing 
hundreds of tiny seeds. These fruits form in clusters along 
the stem, and are usually held on the plant for many years. 



Pests and Diseases

Most diseases that can kill these plants are related to over-
watering. When the soil is kept too moist the conditions 
become conducive for the fungus that causes root rot. Too 
much water on leaves causes leaf blotch. Both of these 
diseases can be treated by applying fungicides.

There are several pests 
which attack the shrub 
such as scale, sawfly 
larvae, and webbing 
caterpillar (web moth). 
Best controlled by 
beneficial predators 
and parasites (natural 
enemies).



Attracts Nectar Loving 
Birds and Insects



Interesting Facts

• Plants grown in full sun produce the best flowers.
• Some bottle brush hold fruit for several years 

before releasing their seeds
• Fire stimulates the opening of the fruits in some 

bottlebrushes
• Most species are frost tolerant
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