
What’s That Bloomin’ Thing?

Nancy Dalton
Master Gardener Trainee

Class of 2018

March 6, 2018



Arctostaphylosmanzanita



Distribution

• Native to CA and endemic (limited) to CA with >40 
species, plus cultivars, subspecies and hybrids

• Range from coastal to mountain areas



• Plant Type
Perennial evergreen large shrub to small tree 
with a dramatic multi-branched  dark 
mahogany colored winding branch structure

• Site Characteristics
Rocky slopes, canyons, chaparral and barren 
ridges

• Size, Growth Rate, and Life Expectancy
Typically grows 6-20 feet tall and wide
Moderate to slow growth rate
Life Expectancy-up to 100 years



• Flower
White to pinkish urn-shaped in small 
clusters near the tips of the stems

• Blooming season
December to April

• Fruit
Bright red berries

• Pollination
Nectar collecting bees and hummingbirds



• Climate
Full to partial sun with hot, dry summers 
and mild winters

• Soil requirement 
Well-drained, acid to neutral

• Water requirements 
Very low, like to be washed off weekly

• Fertilization
None

• Decorative use
Centerpieces, bird cages, aquariums



• Culinary Use
Berries can be dried and ground into a 
coarse meal, used as a thickener or 
sweetener and soaked in water to make a 
cider or eaten ripe

• Medicinal Use
Leaves used to relieve poison oak rashes 

• Hardwood Use
Tools, pipes, pegs and hairpins 

• Other Uses
Leaves as toothbrushes


