
• Identify the edible plant parts - Root, 
Corm, Tuber, Stem, Branch, Leaf, Petiole, 
Seed, Flower, Fruit, or Ovary.

• Some of the plant parts may fall into 
more than one category. 

• Once you have made your decision, fill in 
the appropriate circles, and be prepared 
to explain your thinking using your data.



Cherry
o Root
o Corm
o Tuber
o Stem
o Branch
o Leaf
o Petiole
o Seed
o Flower
o Fruit
o Ovary 



• Groups of 2
• 3 minutes to per plant rotations to record your 
answers
• Record answers on your lab sheet

• Pass the plant tray to the group behind you

• After the rotations we will review the answers



Garlic Kohlrabi
Root
Corm
Tuber
Stem

Branch
Leaf

Petiole
Seed

Flower
Fruit

Ovary 

Root
Corm
Tuber
Stem

Branch
Leaf

Petiole
Seed

Flower
Fruit

Ovary 



Pineapple Taro
Root
Corm
Tuber
Stem

Branch
Leaf

Petiole
Seed

Flower
Fruit

Ovary 

Root
Corm
Tuber
Stem

Branch
Leaf

Petiole
Seed

Flower
Fruit

Ovary 



Cactus
Nopalito

Sunchoke
Jerusalem Artichoke

Root
Corm
Tuber
Stem

Branch
Leaf

Petiole
Seed

Flower
Fruit

Ovary 

Root
Corm
Tuber
Stem

Branch
Leaf

Petiole
Seed

Flower
Fruit

Ovary 



Tomato Turnip
Root
Corm
Tuber
Stem

Branch
Leaf

Petiole
Seed

Flower
Fruit

Ovary 

Root
Corm
Tuber
Stem

Branch
Leaf

Petiole
Seed

Flower
Fruit

Ovary 



Potato Sweet Potato
Root
Corm
Tuber
Stem

Branch
Leaf

Petiole
Seed

Flower
Fruit

Ovary 

Root
Corm
Tuber
Stem

Branch
Leaf

Petiole
Seed

Flower
Fruit

Ovary 



Spinach Celery
Root
Corm
Tuber
Stem

Branch
Leaf

Petiole
Seed

Flower
Fruit

Ovary 

Root
Corm
Tuber
Stem

Branch
Leaf

Petiole
Seed

Flower
Fruit

Ovary 



Ginger Rhubarb
Root
Corm
Tuber
Stem

Branch
Leaf

Petiole
Seed

Flower
Fruit

Ovary 

Root
Corm
Tuber
Stem

Branch
Leaf

Petiole
Seed

Flower
Fruit

Ovary 



Onion Brussels
Sprouts

Root
Corm
Tuber
Stem

Branch
Leaf

Petiole
Seed

Flower
Fruit

Ovary 

Root
Corm
Tuber
Stem

Branch
Leaf

Petiole
Seed

Flower
Fruit

Ovary 



Apple Broccoli
Root
Corm
Tuber
Stem

Branch
Leaf

Petiole
Seed

Flower
Fruit

Ovary 

Root
Corm
Tuber
Stem

Branch
Leaf

Petiole
Seed

Flower
Fruit

Ovary 



Cauliflower Asparagus
Root
Corm
Tuber
Stem

Branch
Leaf

Petiole
Seed

Flower
Fruit

Ovary 

Root
Corm
Tuber
Stem

Branch
Leaf

Petiole
Seed

Flower
Fruit

Ovary 



Artichoke Banana
Root
Corm
Tuber
Stem

Branch
Leaf

Petiole
Seed

Flower
Fruit

Ovary 

Root
Corm
Tuber
Stem

Branch
Leaf

Petiole
Seed

Flower
Fruit

Ovary 



1.What is the difference between a 
taproot and a fibrous root? Explain.

Plants with a taproot system are usually 
deep rooted while fibrous roots are much 
shorter, and are densely packed fine 
roots.

Dicots have taproots. 
Monocots have fibrous roots.



2. What is the difference between a stem 
and a petiole? Provide examples. 

Petiole is	a	leaf	stalk;	it	attaches	the	leaf	
to	the	plant.
Stem is	the	main	support	of	the	plant.

Petiole	– Rhubarb,	celery
Stem	– Cactus,	kohlrabi



Bulbs are	plant	storage	organs	generally	
underground,	consisting	of	a	short	stem	(the	
basal	plate),	from	which	grow	overlapping	
leaves.
Corms are	not	made	up	of	leaves,	but	a	vertical	
swollen	compact	stem,	and	as	such	are	solid.

Bulb; Modified	stem	and	leaves	(Onion)
Corm; modified	stem	(Gladiolus)		

3. What is the difference between a bulb
and a corm? 
Can you think of other examples of each? 



4. What	is	the	difference	between	a	
tuberous	root	and	a	rhizome?

Rhizome is	a	flattened	underground	stem	
that	grows	horizontally	beneath	the	
surface.
Tuber is	an	underground	stem	where	the	
end	becomes	swollen	due	to	the	storage	
of	food.
Tuberous	root	- sweet	potato	
Rhizome	- Barbuda	grass



Here is something to think 
about!

This plant has tomatoes 
above ground and 
potatoes under ground 
….. All on the same plant.

Both are from the 
Nightshade Family, that 
makes grafting possible.



Fruit or – the spore-producing
organ of a fungus. 



Celeriac is related to Celery. It is a stem. 



The lotus root is
the stem of the plant.




