
ARECACEAE - Palmae

PALMS
Among the earth’s 

oldest plants



Palm fossils date back at least 80 
million years



Lianas – long stemmed woody vines

Rattan - Calameae 

Furniture

Receiving 
the Cane

Decorative 
Objects



Shrubs and Clumping Palms

Mediterranean or 
Eupopean Fan Palm 
Chamaerops Humilis
Clumping Palm

Pygmy 
Date 
Palms are 
single 
palm 
plants 
often 
planted in 
a group

Sago Palms 
are Cycads, 
not Palms



Palm TREES

Roots
No taproot
Fibrous root bundle
Supplemental roots at stem 

base  for support



Stem or Trunk

Short

Tall

No Annual Rings



Leaves

Pinnate Leaf

Palmate Leaf
Costapinnate Leaf



Flowers, Fruits & Seeds

Male & Female FlowersPalm Flower

Palm Fruit/Drupe
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