
Hotline	Question:	Ants

How	can	I	keep	ants	
out	of	my	kitchen?	
I	saw	some	on	the	
counter	last	week.		
I	got	rid	of	them	
but	now	they’re	
back.		
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Ask	if	the	
person	knows	
where	the	ants	
are	coming	
from	(outdoors	
or	inside).		
Suggest	trying	
to	follow	the	
ant	trail	back	
to	their	nest.
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Exclude	ants	
where	possible	by	
sealing	cracks	and	
other	openings	in	
walls.		Also	
remove	boards,	
rocks,	and	other	
material	that	ants	
may	nest	under	if	
they	are	near	the	
building.
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Ask	what	the	person	did	to	get	rid	
of	the	ants	the	last	time.		Did	they	
use	an	insecticide?		Most	products	
cannot	be	applied	where	food	is	
prepared	or	stored.		If	insecticide	is	
used	it’s	best	to	apply	a	spot	
treatment	outdoors	where	ants	are	
entering	the	building.		Spraying	
around	the	entire	house	is	not	
recommended	since	water	can	carry	
the	insecticide	into	storm	drains	
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Ants	inside	a	home	
can	be	wiped	up	
with	a	wet	soapy	
sponge	or	cloth.		
This	also	removes	
the	scent	trail	the	
ants	follow.
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Refer	person	to	UC	Pest	Notes	on	ants	
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Red	imported	fire	ants	have	
been	found	in	SD	County.		
They	sting	and	bite	in	large	
numbers	when	their	nest	is	
disturbed.		They	may	be	
confused	with	the	southern	
fire	ant	or	harvester	ants.		
Samples	of	ants	can	be	
submitted	to	the	county	ag	
department	for	identification	
(use	Q-tips	and	a	plastic	bag	
to	collect	ants).	
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References
• UC	IPM
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/invertebrates/links.ants.html

• UC	IPM	Pest	Notes
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7411.html

• UC	IPM	Quick	Tips
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/QT/antscard.html


